By the Protector. 


A PROCLAMATION 


Giving Encouragement to ſuch as ſhall tranſplant themſelves to Jamaica. 


e hereas the Jfland of Jamaica in America, ts by the Providence of God, in the hands and poſſeſston of 
M this State, the Enemy which was found upon it, being fled into the Mountains with an intention to el⸗ 
NIN cape into other places, ſave ſuch of them as do daily render themſelves to our Commander in chief there, 
to bc diſpoſed of by him; and We being ſatisfied of the Goodneſs , Fertility , and Commodionſneſs fo? 
Trade and Commerce of that Jfland, Have reſoived, by the bleſſing of God, to uſe Our beſt endeavours to lecure, 
and plant the ſame. Foꝛ which end and purpole, We have thought it neceſſary to publiſh , and make known unto 
the People of this Commonwealth, and eſpecially to thoſe of the Engliſh Iſlands, Plantations and Colomes in 
Amcrica, Our Reſolutions and Intentions on that behalf, as allo to declare unto them the Encouragements which 
We have thought fit to give unto ſuch as (hall remove themſelves, and their habitations into the afoꝛeſaid Iſtand of 
Jamaica, Within the tune mentioned and exrp2efted in theſe Pꝛeſents. And firſt, concerning the fecuring thereof a- 
gainſt the Enemy , We have already upon the Jiland, which landed there in My laſt; above fix thouſand Soul⸗ 
diers, and the beginning of July after, we ſent from hence a Regrinent of eight hundꝛed moze, dꝛawn out of Our 
old Regiments in England, With cight Ships of War, beſides Uictualers, to be added to twelve others, that were 
left there by General Pen, under the command of Captain Will. Goodſon, all Which are appointed to remain in thole 
Deas fo: the Defence ot the laid Jlland; and We hall from tune to time take care to ſend thither other, both 
Land and Sca Foꝛces, that We may have alwaies im choſe parts, ſuch a ſtrength as map be able, thzougy the 
bleſſing of God, to defend and ſecure it againſt any Artempt of the Enemy ; that whereas the Planters mother 
Places have been at Gꝛcat and vaſt erpences at their firſt ſitting down, and in the very beginning of their Plantati- 
ons fo: their neceſſary defence, aſwell againſt the Natives of the Countrey as other Enemies, thoſe who ſhall rc- 
move thither, Wilt be under the unmedꝛate Pꝛotection of this State, and lo caſed both of the danger and charge 
w_—_ other Þlantations arc ſubject to, and thall have, fo: their further encouragement, the terms and conditions 
ollowing. 

. Thoſe who ſhall tranſpoꝛt themſelves as àafoꝛeſaid (hail have land ſet foꝛth unto them, actoꝛding to the pꝛopoꝛ⸗ 
tion of twenty Acres, beſides Lakes and Bivers, foꝛ every Male of twelve years old and upwards, and ten Acres 
fo: every other Male oꝛ Female, in ſome convenient place ot the faid Þſland ; and in caſe any whole Plantation, 
That is to ſay, the Governours and greateſt part of the people hail remove themſelves, they ſhall be pꝛeferred in 
_ of the place ot their ſitting down, that it may be near ſome good Harbour commodious foꝛ Commerce and 

2avigation, 

2, That the ſaid Pꝛopoꝛtion of Land ſhall be let fozth unto them, within fix Weeks after notice given by them 
under their hands, oꝛ the hands of ſome of them on tix behalf of the reſt, unto his Highneſs Commander in 
chief, oꝛ Commiſſioners there, appointed foz that purpoſe of their reſolutions to remove, and of the time they in⸗ 
tend to be upon the place. | 


. That they Hall have Liberty f6z the ſpace ok «ben years to hunt, take and diſpolt or to their own ule 
ſuch Hoꝛſes, and other cattle as are, 02 ſhall be upon the lud Jfland, the ſame uot being marked by, 02 velenging 
to other Planters, ſubjectneverthecleſs to ſuch Rules ans Directions as to their hunting, and faking ol Hoxles , 
Cattle, and other Beaſts out of their own bounds and lin unte, as ſhall from time to time be made by the Perions 
authoꝛtzed by his Highneſſe, fo: mannaging the affairs of the ſaſd land. | 
4. That they hall hold the laid Land with all Houſes, Evifices, Woods, Trees, Profits and Advantages 
. thereupon, to them and their Heirs foz ever, to be Held in free, and common Soccage, without any Rent fo? the firit 

ſe ven years, and then one penny an Acre, and by no other rent, fenurec, oꝛ ſervice whatlocver. 

5, That after the ſaid Pꝛopoꝛtions of Land are ſet toꝛth as afoꝛcſaid, His Highnels , oz his Succeſto2s, upo 
the deſire of the Owners thereof, ſhall by Letters Pattents, under the Gꝛcat Seal of England, oz by ſuch other 
{ure ways as [hall be deviſed by their Counſel learned in the Law, gives grant, and contirm unto hun oꝛ them, their 
heirs and aſſigns the ſaid Pꝛopoꝛtions of Land, together with all and iangular the Privileges , Juriſdictions , 
Pꝛotits and advantages which are intended hereby to be cenzoied by them, with power to erect and create any Man⸗ 
nour 02 1 with tenures in free and common Soccage within ſuch Plantation, oꝛ Plantations, as ſhall be 
capable thereot. | 

6. That they (hall Hold and enjoy all, and ſingulac Mines of Copper, Jron, Tin, oz other Mincrals what- 
{oever (excepting Gold, and Silver Mines} and all Mines of Quarrics, Coal, Stone, Allum, o2 other Mines, 
whatlocver (except as afozeſaid) within the circuit, Meets oꝛ bounds of the faid fcverat and reſpective pꝛopoꝛtions 
of Land; and allo all Fiſhings, and Piſcaries whatſoever upon o2 within any of the Lakes, Streams oz Rivers 
within their Meets, and bounds ; and alſo full power, and authoꝛity to man, and ſend foꝛth to Sea, andunto any 
the Coaſts, and Shozes, Roads, Harbours oꝛ Creeks within oꝛ near the {aid Jfland, any Ships, Boats oz other 
Ueſſels to fiſh foꝛ, find out, oꝛ take any Pearls, pzecions Stones, oꝛ $«<wels therein being, and to enjoy the fame 
to his and their own uſe o2 uſes, rendering and paying to the Governour of the ſaid Jfland foz the time being, 02 

to ſuch other perſon oz perſons, foꝛ the time being, as His Highneſſe ſhall authoꝛtze to receive the ſame; to his High- 
nels uſe, the full fifth part only, and no moꝛe of all ſuch Pearts, pꝛecious Stones and Jewels as ſhall be got found. 
and taken, as àatoꝛeſaid; and alſo one tenth part of all ſuct) Mettal as ſhall be had, found, and gained in the Mines , 
granted hereby to the afoꝛeſaid Planters. f 5 

7. That no Cuſtom, Exciſe, Impoſt, oz other du: p ſhall be ſet oꝛ tmpoſed foꝛ the fpace of thꝛee years to be 
accounted from the 29. day of September, Which ſhall be in the year of our Loꝛd 1656. upon any of their Goods and 

Merchandizes of the growth, pꝛoduction oꝛ Manufacture of the mid Piland, which they ſhall tranſpoꝛt into this 
Commonwealth: Noz ſhall they oz their Servants, without their own conſent, be dꝛawn out into the Wars, unleſſe 
it be incaſe of Pnvaſton, oz Rebellion, and foꝛ the defence of the Jfland, 
8. That they (hall Have power to build Walls, and raiſc Buiwarks and Caſtles upon their own Land fo! the 
defence, and ſecurity of their own plantations, and alſo to arme themſelves, and ſervants, and to icad, and con- 
duct them againſt any Enemies, 02 Rebels Within the (aid Jlland; Subiect nevertheleſs to ſuch Oꝛders, and 
directions as they thall on this behalf receive from the Governour oꝛ Commander in chief of the ſaid Þfland 
fo: the time being. | | ; 

9. That all and every perlon and perſons, that (hall hereafter happen to be bozn within the ſaid Jſland, hall be and 
(hall be deemed, and accounted to be free Denizons of Eng land, and ſhall have and enjoy all and every ſuch'benefits, 
puvileges, advantages and immunities whatſoever, as any the Natives oz People of England boꝛn in England now 
have and enjoy in England, | ; 

That all ſuch pꝛoteſſing the Pꝛoteſtant Religion, who.ſhall tranſpoꝛt themſelves into the afo:eſatd land with: 
in two years to be accounted from the ſaid 29. day of September 16 56. and ſhall make a beginning therein by franſ- 
p92 ting to the ſaid Iſland one third part of their number befoꝛe the o. day of September next, (hall have, and enjoy 
the afoꝛeſaid Pꝛivueges, and Advantages. And foꝛ the moꝛe certain carrying on of this buſinefſe, and anſwering 
Dur intentions Herein, We do hereby authoztze and require Our Commander tn chief of the ſaid Jfland, foz the 

time being, and allo the afoꝛeſaid Commiſſioners that they take notice of the ꝛem les, and cauſe a due and effec⸗ 
tual executionof the ſame from time to time as there ſhall be occaſion, accoꝛding to the purpoꝛt, ⁊ true meaning here⸗ 
of, foꝛ Which theſe preſents ſhall be their ſufficient warrant, Given at White-Hall the yo. of October 1655. 
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